
Plating Diagrams
for the

750th Anniversary of Bern
Stamp of 1941

(Zumstein 253)



This work is based on the work 
of Pierre Guinand as published in 
the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung, 
October 1974, reproduced here.

Each of the 100 different positions 
(plates A, B, C, and D; 5 rows by 
5 columns) is illustrated in color 
with Guinand’s identifying marks 
circled.
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Stamp 2
dot on sleeve; dot by J of JAHRE;

dot on knee; dot by A of HELVETIA;
dot in right margin by top of shield

Stamp 1
“Smudge” on shield (Zumstein 253.2.02a); 

dot on coat

Stamp 4
dot by forehead; dot on shoulder;

dot on lower edge of stone

Stamp 3
“Crack” in stone (Zumstein 253.2.05a); 

dot in right margin by flag;
dot by left shoe

Stamp 5
“Spider” on hammer (Zumstein 253.2.01);

dot in top margin above flag

Stamp 6
dot on stone;

diagonal line on shield (Zumstein 253.2.02b)
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Stamp 7
dot by first 1 of 1941; dot at bottom 

of stone;  dot on helmet

Stamp 8
dot on front of shirt; dot in 0 of 750;

dot in lower margin left of PAUL

Stamp 9
dot on shoulder; dot above H of JAHRE;

dot by sword handle; dot on stone;
dot above I of HELVETIA

Stamp 10
dot in front of nose; dot on stone;

dot on coat by sword handle
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Stamp 13
white spot on stone; dot on two stones; dot on border 

line in shield; dot after 0 of 750; two dots on chest

Stamp 12
dot by edge of stone; dot on skirt by knee; 

dot below shoe; arced line and dot above V of 
HELVETIA; dot in A of HELVETIA

Stamp 11
dot above • between 1191 and 1941; 
dot at bottom of coat; vertical array of 
fine lines between H of HELVETIA

and stone (Zumstein 253.2.06)



Stamp 14
two dots right of 1191; dot to 
right of flag; dot on coat above 

belt; dot above 1 of 10

Stamp 15
three dots on stone and tunic; dots 

by T of HELVETIA

Stamp 16
dot near the bottom of stone; 

dot on coat next to sword
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Stamp 19
dot right of 1941; dot left of BERN; 

dot in first E of HELVETIA;
two dots on stone

Stamp 18
white spot by hand; dot above J of JAHRE;

dot in right margin at corner; dot on 
skirt; dot by T of HELVETIA

Stamp 17
dot at edge of stone; dot to right of left 

shoe; dot in first E of HELVETIA;
dot below COURVOISIER



Stamp 22
dot below •; dot between shield and 
flag; dot on stone; dot above stone

Stamp 20
dot below •; dot below belt; dots to left 

of A of HELVETIA; dot on shoe

Stamp 21
dot in top margin above flag; dot in 

right margin by shield; white spot left 
of left shoe (Zumstein 253.2.05c); 

dot on stone
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Stamp 23
dot on stone; dot on hammer top;

dot on stone; spot left of 750

Stamp 25
dot above head; dot on left leg; dot below wrist; 

dot in flag; dot in right border near bottom
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Stamp 24
dot below •; dot on stone; dot above R of 

JAHRE; dot below E of JAHRE; dot to left 
and two dots to right of T of HELVETIA
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Stamp 1
dot on sleeve; dot to right of 4 of 1941; dot above and on stone; 
vertical line between H and R of JAHRE (Zumstein 253.4.02a)

Stamp 2
dot on stone; dot between A and H of JAHRE; dot on 

coat; dot to right of A of HELVETIA; dot on stone

Stamp 3
dot in top margin above first 1 of 1191; three dots 
on right sleeve and chest; dot on left sleeve; dot to 

right of A of HELVETIA

Stamp 4
dot on stone; blotch on neck; dot above J of JAHRE; dot on helmet
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Stamp 5
dot to left of 1 of 10; dot above H of 
JAHRE; dot between pole and coat; 

dot to right of V of HELVETIA

Stamp 6
dot between second 1 of 1941 and forehead; dot 
between J and A of JAHRE; dot to left of R of 

BERN; “Y-shaped” flaw between feet (Zumstein 
253.4.01a); dot at lower right corner

Stamp 7
dot on right sleeve; dot above J of JAHRE; dot on lower 
coat; dots in bottom margin below A of HELVETIA; dot 

by L of HELVETIA; dot above first E of HELVETIA



Pane B

Stamp 8
dot between E and R of BERN; 

dot between feet; dot below 
shield above A of HELVETIA

Stamp 9
dot between forehead and hand; 
dot on knee; dot on stone above 

V of HELVETIA; missing 
red at bottom of 0 of 10

Stamp 10
dot between stone and neck; dot between • and 1941; 

dot on stone; dot by sword handle; dots by second 
E of HELVETIA; dot at left border above 1 of 10

Stamp 11
dot below •; black dots in red portion of shield and 
yellow in red portion; dot in right margin by shield; 

dot on stone; dot at left margin by stool leg

Stamp 12
dot by leg of stool; dot by plumb bob string; dots 

below B, R, and right of N of BERN; dot between 
pole and coat; dot to left of sword; dots between T 

and I, I and A, and right of A of HELVETIA
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Stamp 13
dot between L and V of HELVETIA; dot to left of J 

of JAHRE; two dots between A and H of JAHRE; dot 
just left of E of JAHRE; dot to right of sword handle Stamp 14

curved scratch on stone; dot to 
right of T of HELVETIA; dot on 

strap; dot on coat; dot on skirt

Stamp 15
two dots to right of stone; dot 
above forehead; dot by nose; 

done by end of hammer; dot on 
pole; dot just left of 1 of 10

Stamp 16
dto between forehead and hand; dot on 

stone; dot to left of V of HELVETIA; dot 
in bottom margin below A of HELVETIA

Stamp 17
dot on stone; dot to left of flag; 

dot on coat left of sword Stamp 18
three dots above and to the left of stone; dot 

right of 9 of 1191 and dot above last 1 of 1191; 
dot in 0 of 750; dot on chest; blob on stone 
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Stamp 19
dot above third 1 of 1191; dot to right of 

forehead; dot under hand; dot between V and E 
of HELVETIA; dot on coat left of sword

Stamp 20
smudge in upper left corner margin; dot to right of 
face; dot on stone; dot a lower right border by foot

Stamp 21
two dots on thigh; dot on stone; white gash on L of 

HELVETIA; dot to right of A of HELVETIA Stamp 22
two dots on stone; dot left of 7 of 750; dot left of J 
of JAHRE; dot in bottom margin under right foot
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Stamp 23
dot above second 1 of 1191; dots on 
stone and sleeve; two dots on stone

Stamp 24
dot on stone; dot left of 7 of 750; 

dot under E of BERN
Stamp 25

scratch on sleeve; red missing at bottom of 0 of 
10; dot in upper margin above pole; dot in upper 

right margin by flag; dot right of pole
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Stamp 1
dot below OU of COUVOISIER; dot on left 

of N of BERN; vertical line on left edge of coat; 
(Zumstein 253.4.02b); dot in right margin by flag

Stamp 2
dot in left margin by stool leg; dot on stone below 

hand; black blob below hand holding flagstaff

Stamp 3
dot in left margin by C of 

COURVOISIER; dot on 4 of 1941; 
dot on stone; dot above left shoulder; 
break in black border of flagstaff; line 
to left of shield (Zumstein 253.4.09)
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Stamp 4
dot below second 1 of 1191; dot on stone by hand; dot on left 
shoulder; circular line on upper section of the coat of arms; dot 

between A of HELVETIA and flagstaff; dot in right margin by flag

Stamp 5
line emerging from lower part of 0 of 10; dot in first E of 

HELVETIA; dot in bottom margin below IA of HELVETIA; dot 
in A of HELVETIA; dot in bottom margin below right foot

Stamp 6
yellow dot in 1 of 
10; circular line in 
L of HELVETIA; 
dot between E and 
T of HELVETIA; 
dot in 4 of 1941 Stamp 7

dots in left margin by seated man and by 10; dot by 
leg of stool; dot by T of HELVETIA; dot in bottom 

margin under A of HELVETIA; dot on coat by 
sword handle; dot on skirt; yellow dot by left foot
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Stamp 8
dot between A and H of 

JAHRE; dot at lower right 
of coat of arms; dot between 

T and I of HELVETIA; 
dot in bottom margin 
below I of HELVETIA

Stamp 9
numerous scratches (weak) in bottom margin below R S.A. of 

COURVOISIER S.A.; dot on yellow portion of coat of arms; dot 
on skirt; dot at right edge of design by the bottom of the flag

Stamp 10
dot between hammer and string; dot 

to left of bear’s tongue; retouched 
area in lower section of coat of 

arms (Zumstein 253.2.02a)

Stamp 11
dot on side of H of 
HELVETIA; dot on 
stone; dot above R of 

BERN; yellow “Y-shaped” 
flaw at tip of flag; dot 

in right margin by 
eagle’s head on shield
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Stamp 12
dot on left stone; retouched area in lower section of coat of arms 
(Zumstein 253.2.03a); dot to left of flagstaff; dot above PAUL

Stamp 13
dot on leg of stool; dot on stone; dot by tip of sword; dot 

in right margin by the eagle’s tail feathers on shield

Stamp 14
3 dots on left stone and man; dot on string; dot on coat; dot on 

H of JAHRE; dot between A of HELVETIA and flagstaff Stamp 15
dot on tip of serif of the final 1 of 1191; dot 
on hammer; dot on stone; dot on top of flag; 

dots and line below A of HELVETIA
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Stamp 16
line on bottom left of 1 of 10; dot between 1 
of 10 and margin; dot on stone behind seated 
man; dot in top margin above 9 of 1191; dot 
on stone left of coat of arms; dot on flagstaff

Stamp 17
dot in top margin above last 1 
of 1191; dot on stone; line on 

flag behind man’s head

Stamp 18
dot above H of HELVETIA; dot in 

top margin above head; dot on stone; 
dot on shield edge by eagle’s head

Stamp 19
black blob above shoulder (Zumstein 253.2.05b); dot in 

bottom margin below VE of HELVETIA; short line to left 
of PAUL; dot in right margin by the tip of shield
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Stamp 20
dot on stone; circular mark on upper part of coat of 

arms; dot on helmet; dot on top corner of shield
Stamp 21

dots below and in first E in HELVETIA; dot above I of 
HELVETIA; dot on coat by sword handle; dot on helmet

Stamp 22
dots on two stones; large dot left 

of 7 of 750; dot by left foot

Stamp 23
dot on stone; dots on coat and sword blade
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Stamp 24
dot on stone; dot on 5 of 750; dot above R of 

BERN; large dot between left shoulder and flag; 
dot in right margin by flag; dot on coat by sword 

handle; two lines of dots on lower part of coat

Stamp 25
short parallel lines below S.A.; dot on left side of 

H of JAHRE; dot between E and R of BERN
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Stamp 1
dot on stone left of coat of arms; dot to 

right of pole, dot on coat; dot on left foot Stamp 2
dot on top stone; dot on stone by foot; 

scratch between E and L of HELVETIA; dot 
on skirt; dot on shield above tail feather

Stamp 3
dot on stone behind seated figure; dots 

on large and small stones; dot below V of 
COURVOISIER; dot to left of sword

Stamp 4
dot on stone; dot to left of pole; dot on skirt; dot 

above L of PAUL; dot above H of BOESCH Stamp 5
dot left of second 1 in 1941; dot 
on stone by hand; dot on sword 

near tip; dot on coat right of sword; 
dot on shield below wing feather
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Stamp 6
dot below 4 of 1941; dot on left sleeve; 

dots on three stones; dot on H of 
HELVETIA; dot in right margin by flag

Stamp 7
two dots above head; yellow dot on sash; dots in H, first E, 

second E, A (two) of HELVETIA; dots on bottom edge of coat
Stamp 8

dot in margin above first 1 of 1941; 
dots on four stones; dot on helmet; red 
dot on shield by wing feather; two dots 

between the feet; dot on A of PAUL

Stamp 9
dot in left margin by the 1 of 10; dot above the O of 

COURVOISIER; dot between stool legs; dot on stone; 
dot on skirt left of sword; dot in lower right margin

Stamp 10
dot to left of 1191; dot on 
shoulder; dot on edge of 

hood; dot in right margin by 
the flag; dot on the sword



Pane D

Stamp 11
three dots around the hip; dot in J of 

JAHRE; several dots around designer’s 
name – two below and to the left, one 
under the U, one under the S of PAUL 
BOESCH (perforations may overlap, 

particularly with the leftmost pair of dots)

Stamp 12
dot on hip; dot on arm pit; dot to right and in margin above 7 
of 750; dot on helmet; dot on left ankle; dot in bottom margin 

under A of HELVETIA; two dots right of T of HELVETIA; 
dot below coat of arms between I and A of HELVETIA

Stamp 13
dot under 91 of 1191; four dots under first 1 
of 1941; dot at top border above J of JAHRE; 

three dots between 7 and 5 of 750; dot on 
helmet rim; dot at right border by flag; dot on 
sword; dot on skirt; dots between T and I, I 

and A, on lower border between T and I, and 
in first E of HELVETIA; two horizontal dots 
on bottom stone; two vertical dots on stone 

being worked; two dots on stone in wall;
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Stamp 14
group of four dots in top margin above 41 

of 1941; dot on stone by hand; dot on lower 
stone; dot by V of HELVETIA; dot below 

N of BERN; dot on lower right border

Stamp 15
dot on left border by stone; dot 

under arm; dot between E and L 
of HELVETIA; dot on top margin 

above and to the right of 1941; dot on 
stone; dot in top margin above flag

Stamp 16
dot between hand and hammer; two dots left of J 
of JAHRE; dot left of 750; retouch on pole above 
hand; dot on coat; dot on skirt; dot between coat 

of arms and A of HELVETIA; curved scratch 
in lower margin below A of HELVETIA; dot 

in lower margin below V of HELVETIA

Stamp 17
dot under second R of COURVOISIER; dot on stone; dot by T 
of HELVETIA; yellow dot on shoulder (Zumstein 253.2.05d); 
dot in upper streamer of flag; dot above middle streamer of flag
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Stamp 18
dot below 11 of 1191; dots on two stones; dot on lower 
part of tunic; dot between A and H of JAHRE; dot on 
chest; dots to left of L, second E, and T of HELVETIA Stamp 19

spot on hammer; dot between hand and hammer; dot between 
1941 and forehead; dot above E of BERN; dot in top margin 

above 0 of 750; dot on skirt; dot in bottom margin below O of 
BOESCH; curved scratch on HELVE; dot on stone

Stamp 20
curved scratch on stone; dot on stomach

Stamp 21
dot between 1 and 1 of 1191; dot in top 

margin above 9 of 1941; dot in right 
margin at lower corner; dots on two 

stones in wall; dot by plumb line; dot 
by hammer; dot on bottom stone piece; 
break in outline of 0 of 10 (Zumstein 

253.2.04); two dots on stone behind figure
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Stamp 22
two dots below 19 of 1191; dot in top margin above second 
1 of 1941; dot on shoulder; dot in right margin by bottom 

of sword; straight line in margin at lower right corner; dot to 
left and just below H of HELVETIA; dot in bottom margin 
below V of HELVETIA; two long, interrupted parallel lines 

in bottom margin below from 10 to T of HELVETIA

Stamp 23
dot under 9 of 1941; dot on chest; dot in top margin above 

pole; dot at top of shield; dot in right margin by top of shield; 
dot on skirt; dot above ET of HELVETIA; two dots on stone
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Stamp 24
dot between forehead and hand; dot on hood; two dots 

on garment; dot on flag right of eagle; dot in right margin 
by bottom of shield; dot in V of HELVETIA; weak line 
through ER S of COURVOISIER S.A.; dot on stone

Stamp 25
dot on stone behind worker; dot on stone 

fragment; dot in left margin by stool 
seat; dot in middle streamer of flag; dot 

on chest; dot below bottom of shield


